SHyOUTh Ministries Newsletter,
ATTENTION PARENTS….. Classes have started back up and it’s time to get your child back in the swing of Wednesday nights. January 19th was our first night back so if you missed the notice here it is. Please have your child dropped off at 6:20pm. Class starts in the Parish Center gymnasium at 6:30 and finishes up in the same location at 8:05. At 8:00 we have announcements for all the students and parents, so please jump out of the car and step inside for a minute and hear what is going on with your child’s faith formation. Don’t be late for drop-off and pick-up.
REGISTRATION FEES….. Need to be turned in ASAP. We have a number of students 5-11 who have yet to pay their registration/ confirmation fees for the classes that they are in. These fees go right back into the program. For things such as: study books, bibles, materials used in class, food/ snacks and drinks. It’s hard to replace these things and offer the best materials to your students without these registration dues. Please, if you are unaware of what you might owe contact Edna Burns.

Youth Ministry Office 835-1500.
CHRISTMAS BREAK ACTIVITES….. One thing we try to teach to the students is to serve. We here in the Youth Ministry Office want to offer the students and their families’ different ways to serve their community. It can be a very rewarding lesson for young people to see how happy you can make others when you give a little bit of your time and efforts to help those in a less fortunate position. 

Our Christmas pageant was the 15th and on that night we had about 20 students volunteer to help get the dining room set up for the Tea social down in the Nativity Hall. Thank you to those students who help prepare. Thank you to those students.
Next we had our first night of Christmas caroling done by Sacred Heart students and parents. We visited such places as Maple Terrace, County Court, Lake Shore nursing home and even went to some homebound couples around Waseca the night of Dec. 15th. We had a group of about 25 people. We dropped off Christmas cookies and Christmas cards to all places we stopped. Afterwards we came back to the TC and enjoyed some cookies and hot apple cider. Thank you to all those who attended and thank you to the parents who were able to drive our group around.
On Dec. 22nd we had a group travel to the cities and help out at Sharing and Caring Hands. They were able to see the site and serve a meal to those people in need. Thank you for all those who gave their time to go help others in need.
   
My experience at Sharing and Caring Hands was both rewarding and humbling.  I left my home with a full stomach, glancing behind me as I walked out the door at our Christmas tree glittering bright with presents underneath packed high to its lower branches; wondering what exciting things were awaiting me Christmas morning.  In that moment I recalled the blessings of my holiday season: no school which meant no homework, sleeping as late as I wanted to in a warm bed under heavy clean blankets, and experiencing the luxury of complaining about eating too much, too many times, and not being able to move (then 15 minutes later coming back to the kitchen for more).  Upon seeing the faces and families at Sharing and Caring hands, I knew my reality was far from what they would be experiencing during their holiday season.  
    
Looking at the families who entered the dining hall of Sharing and Caring Hands, I looked at the faces of the parents and could not imagine being one of them and fearing my child's holiday break, wondering how they would feed their children three meals a day during this time.  I couldn't imagine what IS or is NOT under the Christmas trees of those families back at their homes.  Would their houses be warm, would their beds be clean, would there be laughter and squeals of joy Christmas morning as present after present was opened and tossed aside without a second thought, yards of wrapping paper filling garbage bags galore.  Or, would their stomachs be hungry, their childrens bodies be cold and only a gift or two hugged so tightly and treasured as if it could at any moment vanish from their small hands.  
    
Yet, looking at the faces of the families whom we humbly served, I saw nothing but smiles, heard nothing but laughter as I watched the parents hug their children, as they filled their empty stomachs with warm and healthy food and was humbled by their simple, "thank yous".  Knowing that behind those two words weren't just an automatic, polite response, one that we would be uttering at home to so many relatives so many times for the many toys and treats we would be experiencing over the next couple of days.  But their "thank yous" had a different meaning, with a heart felt, deeper message from those who sincerely meant it:  thank you for the food, thank you for the momentary warm and safe shelter and thank you for taking time out of our blessed holiday season to help those who really need it, and appreciate it the most.  
Written by: Michael Gaytko, on his experience working with Sharing and Caring Hands.
CAMP OMEGA….. We had a junior high snow tubing trip to Camp Omega in Waterville. Students enjoyed outside events like tubing and sledding. Students also were able to experience the joy of god with others.    
KC FREE THROW CONTEST AND SACRED HEART FUN NIGHT…..  What a complete success. We here in the office were so impressed by the turnout we had the night of the KC free throw contest. We had 120 students signed up by the end of the night. We had a DJ in the dining room who kept the students busy with some dance music. Bingo was set up in the Emmaus room with prizes. The KC’s did a fabulous job with the free throw contest and our Youth Room is gaining more popularity with the students. Thank you to all those who helped make our Sacred Heart fun night a success. We and the students appreciate your efforts to help out.
SOUPER BOWL FOR CARING….. FEB. 5TH / 6TH Masses at Sacred Heart church. Souper Bowl of Caring helps young people across America develop a stronger connection to their community by caring for their neighbors in need. Join the movement that is transforming the time around the super bowl into the nation’s largest celebration of giving and serving. Their will be Sacred Heart students at the exits of the church. Please help us help the community. These donations go directly to Waseca Neighborhood Service Center and the Sacred Heart Church Social Concerns fund. Thank You.
Youth Works believes short term youth mission trips can bring life change to youth, a community and the Church. Within a relatively short period of time, your own life and a stranger’s life can be powerfully changed through the desire to give to a community. Your presence during a mission trip speaks more than a thousand words through your simple love and willingness to serve. Youth Works believes in stories – in telling Jesus’ story, in listening to other’s life stories and in bringing our stories together to transform hearts; a mission trip is the perfect time to tell those stories.

Life-changing experiences happen on a short term mission trip. The week can give you new eyes with which to view your home, working as a vehicle for further change.  Your mission awaits! 

An informational meeting will be held January 26, 2011 at 8:15pm-9:00pm in the dining room of the Parish Center.  The meeting is for all interested students, grades 7-12 and parents (chaperones) in going on a Mission trip for summer 2011.  If interested and are not able to attend please call/e-mail to let us know.
2011 National Catholic Youth Conference (NCYC) The National Catholic Youth Conference is an exciting, biennial three-day experience of prayer, community, and empowerment for Catholic teenagers and their adult chaperones.  The schedule includes keynote addresses, prayer, workshops, liturgy, and opportunities for to participate in reconciliation and exposition of the Blessed Sacrament, recreational activities, concerts, exhibits, and an interactive thematic park.
The 2011 NCYC will take place November 17-19 in Indianapolis with the theme Called to Glory.

The Faith Formation Office is looking for Chaperones for this trip.  We would like to know how many high school students interested in going on this trip.

UPCOMING EVENTS:

Wednesday, Jan. 19th 

Wednesday night classes begin for grades 5-11 and adult classes

Wednesday, Jan. 26th
Information Meeting for Youth Works at 8:15pm in the Parish Center Dining room

Sunday, Jan. 30th 

Catholic School’s Week begins





Dad’s Belgian Waffles and Sacred Heart School Expo

Saturday, Feb. 5th

Souper Bowl for Caring donation collection at 5:15 mass

Sunday, Feb. 6th 

Souper Bowl for Caring donation collection at 8:00/ 10:00 masses
