May, 2008
Dcar Farcnts,

APril was a busg month in the first gradc, and May will be full as wc”, with onlg
about three weeks of school left. Flease note carcfu”y the Pcrmission s]iPs
coming home, as the month will bring added activities.

The first graclcrs’ rcacling skills are soaring! Ang extra rcacling time you can
give your first gradcr at home this summer will grcatlg imPact confidence for
second gradc. T he students have rca”g been cn_joging rcading 4ree time’ this
trimester!

Writing lessons for the remainder of the year will further the use of the
dictionarg and the dcvclopmcnt of sentences through the correct use of naming
words, action words, and dcscribing words. \We are recognizing imPorl:ant
Pcoplc, Placcs and things by their caPital letters. | he first gradcrs have also
been lcaming to change nouns from singular to Plural bﬂ adding 's' 'es', or‘ies’.
We have now learned six different types of sg”chs in VOWAC (oPcn,
closcd, vowel- consonant-silent e, vowel team, r-controlled and consonant—lc.)
Thc students learn rules for use of these sg”ablcs so that thcg can applg these
rules when rcading. |nstead of tc”ing 3our1cir5t graclcr a word that hc/shc may
not know, it would be more hclpmcu] to ask, "What kind of a sg”ab]c is this?"
That way, your child can reinforce a rule alrcacly learned and feel success with
word attack.

Thc final Mag sPc”ing test will include all the sight words on the Frg list your
first gradcr has learned this year.

|n science we have been cxPloring ]iving things. We have been loo‘cing at the life
cgclcs, bocly coverings, habitats, and movements of animals. Hopcfuuy our
butterflies will be rcaclg to be released into the outdoors bg the last week of
school.

Thc first gradcrs had a program on rcsPcct for the Amcrican ﬂag. Wc are
gratcmcul to Bogcl Fu”cr and Kon Furcc” who rcPrcscnt the \/FW for making



this Prcscntation and for the ﬂags thcy Proviclccl.

Librarg books from the Sacred [Heart Iibrary should come back to school bg
f:riclag, Mag 16. We will have our rcgular librarg time but will not be chccking
out books after that date. Our librarian needs to do her year end organization
and inventory. Please make an extra effort to locate any missing books. T hanks
We will have a clay soon when sPccial times are set aside for parents to bring
their first graclcrs‘ pets to school for a pet show. |f weather Pcrmits, we will hold
this event on the convent lawn. This will be a time not onlg for first gradcrs to
show off their Pcts, but to tell their classmates how thcg take care of them.

We will again be busing to River Bend Nature Center in [Faribault for a field
triP on Poncl life. This triP will be on chlncsc]ay, Mag 14. See the Pcrmission
sliP for detalils.

Thc first gradc classes will also attend an environmental dag sPonsorcd bg the
Soil and Water (Conservation District. This will take Placc in Bogcl Fu”cr’s
backgarcl (weather Pcrmitting) on Friday, May 2%. We will walk down the bike
trail, as Mr. Fuller lives around | oon Lakc.

On Tucsclag, May 27, the Waseca County clairy Princcsscs will come into the
first gradc classrooms to show the students how to make butter. This should be
an interesting cxPcricncc!

Flease return all Pcrmission sliPs for these activities as soon as Possib]c.

T hanks!

] hoPc you all enjoy the rest of our beautiful sPring! | certain]g will, as | wrap up
these last few weeks with your children. Yourfirst graclcrs have grown in so

many ways this year, and | will rca“g miss each one of them!

THANKYOU ALLFORYOURSUFFORT THIS YEAR®












